Joint Statement by

Division for the Advancement of Women (DAW)
International Research and Training Institute for the Advancement of Women (INSTRAW)
Office of the Special Adviser on Gender Issues and Advancement of Women (OSAGI)
United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM)

on the occasion of the establishment, by the General Assembly, of the United Nations Entity for
Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women

We enthusiastically welcome the unanimous decision by the General Assembly to establish the UN
Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women, to be known as UN Women.

UN Women will be a dynamic and strong champion for women and girls around the world, providing
them with a powerful voice at the global, regional and local levels. Its establishment will boost the
United Nations’ ability to support and work with Member States in accelerating progress towards
achieving the goals of gender equality and the empowerment of women, expanding opportunity and
tackling discrimination against women and girls. UN Women will work with the entire UN system, and
will forge effective partnerships with all stakeholders, including with civil society and women’s
organizations.

We are committed to jointly implementing our mandate and functions as UN Women, with renewed
vigour to meet oncoming challenges and help fulfil the rights and expectations of the world’s women
and girls that this opportunity affords. We are confident that Member States will provide UN Women
with the robust resource base necessary for the effective fulfilment of its mandate. We look forward to
the appointment of the Under-Secretary-General to head UN Women and lead this work.
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For more on UN Women, visit: www.unwomen.org
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